
We Need A Game Show With A Lightning Round
Question: "Happiness or Pleasure? - Why?"
Post by “Cassius” of February 2, 2023 at 8:16 PM

This is a joking warning for anyone who attends our zoom sessions in the future. At no fixed
time, and no fixed place, someone may ask you without warning:

"Happiness? Or Pleasure? - Why?

Maybe we could reduce it to three words: Happiness? Pleasure? Why? But if so, the tone of
voice would need to imply the -or - that would be missing, because the "or" is an important part
of making the person think about the answer.

I think those of us who have been here a while will understand why the question arises, what
are the implications, and why the answer calls for explanation beyond just "both."

Shall we see if we have any volunteers to help us all formulate the "best" answers? I am sure
that there will be many options to choose from depending on the larger context of any
conversation where that would come up. But taking it totally alone and out of any context will
be stimulating too.

The number one goal ought to be clarity rather than worrying about how many words are
needed, but in the end, the most pithy answers will no doubt win the prize of emulation as we
go forward. And the reward of hearing your answer used in the future by others ought tobe well
worth the entry fee.

So: Happiness or pleasure? - Why? What would Epicurus say?

1
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2874-we-need-a-game-show-with-a-lightning-round-question-happiness-or-
pleasure-why/?postID=22399#post22399

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2874-we-need-a-game-show-with-a-lightning-round-question-happiness-or-pleasure-why/?postID=22399#post22399
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2874-we-need-a-game-show-with-a-lightning-round-question-happiness-or-pleasure-why/?postID=22399#post22399

