Has the meaning of friendship changed since the
times of Epicurus

Post by “waterholic” of February 2, 2023 at 11:07 AM

Quote from Kalosyni

That situaltion is very interesting (and | would wonder perhaps people were not very
close friends). And doesn't sound very fun.

I may have described it in slightly exaggerated colours, but in essence that setup is not very
different from a religious community. Friendship is still based on common, albeit secular, beliefs
and shared interests. But there is of course no shared understanding of unnatural/extravagant
desires, quite the opposite. A shared purpose is advancement of "our people" in all senses,
which can cause misery.

Looking at a Buddhist community, | can assume there is a similar issue: the shared purpose
(whatever it is). When does a common purpose overshadow an individual's preference for a
pleasant, simple and unnoticed life?
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