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Onenski | looked for a specific thread on the cultishness question and could not find one.

Maybe this on is closest: DeWitt's "Organization And Procedure In Epicurean Groups"

| see | did a graphic long ago:

Is Epicurean Philosophy Cultish?

A}

I am not pressuring any of you into
testifying thoughtlessly and unreflectively
in favour of those who say “this is true” for
I have not laid down the law on anything,
not even on matters concerning the gods,
unless together with reasoning.

One thing only I ask of you, as I did also
just now: do not, even if you should be
somewhat indifferent and listless, be like
passers-by in your approach to the writings,
consulting each of them in a patchy fashion
and omitting to read everything.

- Diogenes of Oinoanda (Martin Ferguson Smith)
Fragment 30.

It would be fine if you would like to start another one directly on point. It would probably be
worthwhile to do so because this is another area where the criticism is easy to make and is
superficially persuasive, but which | think there are many good answers in response.

Does one generally see one's father as being "authoritarian" when he gives "orders" to a child?
At what age or mental capacity do we see orders to a child being improper? Is it proper to tell a
dying person that they are dying when maybe there is a possibility that they will recover if they
fight hard enough? There are lots of related questions as to when things are proper and when
they are not, and it's as easy | think for a partisan against Epicurus to attack him as it is for a
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partisan for Epicurus to defend him. Probably the only way to proceed is to line up the
possibilities openly and let each person decide for himself, and they will probably make their
decision based on their general impression of Epicurus rather than on any one single factor.
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