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You know that line from Virgil really does kind of sum up the whole poem, doesn't it? But it
would still need the kind of transition from Thucydides that Emily Austin suggests to get from
what is now actually the last line to Virgil's kind of finale / flourish of a statement.

Also:

Probably interesting to not also that the sentiments of VS47 could also fit for what a person of
Epicurean attitude among those people would have been thinking as well. Some type of
connection might also explain the otherwise weird phrasing, and I don't gather we know the
date when the Vatican sayings were compiled or their source:

VS47. I have anticipated thee, Fortune, and I have closed off every one of your devious
entrances. And we will not give ourselves up as captives, to thee or to any other circumstance;
but when it is time for us to go, spitting contempt on life and on those who cling to it
maundering, we will leave from life singing aloud a glorious triumph-song on how nicely we
lived.
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