Perspectives On "Proving" That Pleasure is "The
Good"

Post by “Todd” of December 24, 2022 at 3:00 PM

Quote from Don

| think you have to establish pleasure as "the good" before you start to use it as your
criteria. Otherwise, it's just an assertion. By establishing pleasure as that to which all
else points, you've set an end point - a goal - on which one should stay focused

Quote from Todd

| disagree on this, but it's a comparatively minor point. | don't assert that pleasure is
"the good"; | reject the need for such a concept as "the good". Pleasure just is.
Attaching other labels to it doesn't make it more impressive.

| think | want to take an even stronger position.

People were doing things for thousands of years. They were using some criteria (deliberately
plural). They didn't have to stand around and ponder "the good" (or if there was one good, or
many goods, or any good at all) before they could do anything.

It was only later that philosophers (and rulers?) came along and said, "Wait! You can't just do
what you want (i.e., what gives you pleasure)! You need to do what is Good (i.e, what we tell
you)."

| think the idea of "the good" was probably a tool for manipulating people from the very
beginning. Certainly it has been used that way in more recent history.
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