Epicurus' Warning To the Young Man Who Was "Too
Prone To The Pleasures Of Love"

Post by “Cassius” of February 11, 2019 at 10:52 AM

Looking further at the conclusion of this quote (Vatican Saying 51) , | see that it says that " it is
impossible not to come up against one or other of these barriers" << | would particularly
scrutinize any attribution to Epicurus where he allegedly says that something in human affairs
is "impossible." Given that there is no "fate," and that humans have "free will," can anyone cite
another instance besides this where Epicurus says that something is "impossible"? Remember
we are talking **ethics** here - not something like death that derives from the unchanging
properties and qualities of the elements. Death (except for the gods) is impossible to avoid for
elemental reasons, because all bodies that come together eventually break apart. But is there
any reason that it should be "impossible" to prevail over the dangers of sex? Remember - is
there any backup beyond Vatican Saying 51 to confirm this phrasing? Do we even have a copy
of the original text of the Vatican list to confirm it?
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