"Epicurus, Father of the Enlightenment" Article
Review

Post by “Godfrey” of December 19, 2022 at 6:11 PM

Quote from camotero

From this, | think there's an analogy to be made about his concern for politics. | agree
with you that such an active individual wouldn't shy away from action with the potential
to shape their world/experience/pleasure (he even advocated against passiveness), but
perhaps what he rejected was the falling in the trap of the useless politics game....

Agreed.

Having dipped just a little into reading Aristotle, | would say that Epicurus was reacting against
basing a philosophy on the polis rather than the individual. Aristotle, Plato, the Stoics and
others determined that what was good for the polis was best for the individual, whereas
Epicurus determined that the best life results from an understanding of nature and through the
experience of the individual. Beginning with the polis tends to lead to duty ethics and state
religion, both of which Epicurus reacted against.

Whether a particular individual chooses to be active in politics would be based on that
individual’s analysis of their desires, not on a blanket proclamation that politics is to be
avoided.
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