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Quote from Kalosyni

And also thinking that I actually do like the "myth of arrival" in this very life (that there
could be some benefit to it) -- and so thinking about the Epicurean idea of "living like
the gods" in this very life -- do we have a thread on that?

I have another comment on this as to "arrival." I see the concept of "arrival" in general as
perfectly valid. "XXXXX has arrived at a better understanding of Epicurus" makes perfect sense.

But in the connection we are talking about here, the issue Nietzsche raises reminds me of one
of what I think is the prime dangers of loose discussion of "absence of pain." Maybe I am the
only one who ever interpreted the modern discussions that way, but I have the strong
impression that some people are talking as if -- if they squeeze every drop of pain out of their
lives through ascetic living - they somehow pass through a doorway into another world - a
nirvana - into the "true world" - in which they experience something entirely different and
higher than what we mortals understand to be mental and physical pleasure.

To the extent that people are using "ataraxia" and "absence of pain" as "destinations" at which
they can "arrive" and thereby achieve some kind of salvation-like higher state that frees them
from the body and lets them commune with something higher ("pure reason contemplating
absolute truth" as Joshua has mentioned), I think that view is a huge mistake and
misapplication of what Epicurus was teaching.
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