How would Epicurus view "differences from the start
of life that are out of our control?"

Post by “Little Rocker” of December 9, 2022 at 1:57 PM

One of my favorite passages in Lucretius (to which Cassius alludes, | think, above) talks about
the explanations of human dispositions and behaviors at the atomic level (DRN 3: @310,
attached). This is one of those great Epicurean science passages, actually, because it's like,
'trust me, there's a physical explanation. | just can't give it to you here, but it's definitely
physical.' | find it interesting that he says we can change, but never entirely--some things can't
be erased.

As for the effects of environment/circumstance rather than pure physiology, | remember one
passage in Philodemus (also attached) where he says that the proper practitioner of 'frank
speech' will know a lot about the person's 'birth and upbringing' because that influences their
receptivity to frank speech and what kind of frank speech works best.
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