
How would Epicurus view "differences from the start
of life that are out of our control?"
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I think your response to Don here is very applicable here

Quote

In many ways i think discussions like this remind us what a "high-level" we are dealing
with here. Like Cicero said somewhere, Epicurean philosophy is not really very difficult
to understand. The big picture comes down to denial of the allegations of the major
competitors - There IS no god, there IS no life after death, there IS no otherworldly
realm of absolute truth. There is for us only our natural world, during our lifetimes, and
nothing from nature giving us any "stop" or "go" feedback other than pain and
pleasure.

Much of what Epicurus is doing is simply exploding the opposition, and then pointing to
the basic aspects of nature and saying: "This is what you have to work with - go to it
with these basics as best you can."

Maybe the simple answer is that the differences at birth just ARE. Those differences don't
prevent one person from experiencing pleasure and the other not as they both grow, feel, and
make choices.

1
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2770-how-would-epicurus-view-differences-from-the-start-of-life-that-are-
out-of-our-c/?postID=21030#post21030

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1927-toward-a-better-understanding-of-epicurean-justice-and-injustice-with-examples-o/
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2770-how-would-epicurus-view-differences-from-the-start-of-life-that-are-out-of-our-c/?postID=21030#post21030
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2770-how-would-epicurus-view-differences-from-the-start-of-life-that-are-out-of-our-c/?postID=21030#post21030

