Episode 151 - "Epicurus And His Philosophy" Part 07
- "The New School In Athens"

Post by “Kalosyni” of December 4, 2022 at 10:37 AM

The question of what the Garden was actually like came up. And | found this interesting
overview regarding gardens in ancient Greece:

Quote

In the city states (poleis) which developed in Greece during the early part of the first
millennium BC, the municipal centres left space for religious ceremonies and public
meetings, but the residential areas had very little green space. Sacred gardens or
public sacred groves were mainly located outside the actual housing areas. According
to traditional belief, sacred beings dwelt in such places - be they gods, nymphs or
heroes. A sacred grove (alsos) was generally a place in open natural surroundings with
a cluster of trees, a brook, a field or a grotto. It was marked by a ritual figure and
mostly enclosed by a wall, so that the designated plot was called a temenos. However,
unlike the Near Eastern royal gardens, it remained accessible to all. Its fundamental
features were its communal religious aspect and its untamed natural character, located
at the transition to civilisation. Sacred groves were thus protected against uncontrolled
intervention (Thuc. 3.70.4; Callim. hymn. 6.24-60). In Athens the sacred olive trees
dedicated to Athena were generally protected from being felled or dug up (Lys. 7).

Moreover, private vegetable and fruit gardens (kepoi and orchatoi) are attested for the
Greek poleis at an early date. Homer (Od. 7.112ff.) describes a garden surrounded by
hedges for the palace of Alcinous, the ruler of Phaeacia, where everything flourished
and there was no want; it included an orchard with apples, pears, figs and olives, a
vineyard and a vegetable garden, so that it was designed and irrigated without
decorative plants or flowers, purely for utility (Od. 7.129). Laertes too, the father of
Odysseus, lived in seclusion and cared for his garden, where fruit and olive trees,
grapes and vegetables grew (Od. 24.244ff., 340ff.). In the reality of the urban
residential areas of the poleis, house gardens were relatively rare. Greek houses had a
courtyard or a peristyle (arcade) without gardens. Gardens were often located at the
city walls, or formed a green belt around the city, near the rivers.2 Here too were the
garden-like graveyards, such as the Kerameikos in Athens (Fig. 7). The profession of
gardener is attested as early as the fifth century BC (Athen. 9.372b-c; Theophr. hist.
plant. 7.5.2). In this context Theophrastus lists a broad range of garden vegetables and
seasoning plants.3
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In the Athens of the late classical and Hellenistic periods, new ‘philosophers’ gardens’
were created, which provided a landscaping enrichment of the city's surroundings.
These included Plato's Academy, Aristotle's Lyceum and Epicurus’ Kepos - which can be
translated as ‘garden’. Theophrastus, a pupil of Aristotle's, had a garden near the
Lyceum; his works include a comprehensive botanical study (De causis plantarum;
Diog. Laert. 5.46, 51ff.). These ‘gardens of learning’ were in private hands, and could,
in connection with older public institutions, provide a philosophical and athletic
education. They included an assemblage of parks, shrines and sports facilities, and
such buildings as gymnasia and palaestras (courts for wrestling matches) as training
areas, together with pathways, statues and sacred groves, such as for the Heros
Akademos, or shrines such as for Apollo Lykeios. Theophrastus’ Lyceum also had an
altar for the Muses.
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