Keen Reasoning Based on the Evidence of the Senses

Post by “Cassius” of November 28, 2022 at 2:22 PM

Quote from Pacatus

And, for me personally, once | let go of a perceived need for certainty, a lot of prior
anxiety fell away too.

| skimmed some of this but | don't think my comment here is a disagreement. Before *letting go
of certainty" the question should be asked "what do we mean by certainty?" And is that the
same as confidence. Much of the problem with "certainty" | think resolves when we dig into
what is meant by that term and what reasonable to seek. There is a lot of distance between
being confident in major issues vs being totally uncertain of everything, and it is hard to even
talk intelligently about the subject without defining some parameters of what is confidence vs
what is foolhardiness.

This also gets very close to the issue on which Licretius / Epicurus take a firm position as to the
possibility of knowledge in book 4 (they of course say that knowledge IS possible).
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