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Post by “Cassius” of November 26, 2022 at 7:11 AM

I skimmed back over the thread (almost a year at this point) to try to refresh my memory as to
whether it had contained a "definition" (which I take as part of Root304's point). I am not sure
that it does, and that might be something that needs to be discussed further to add to the
clarity of the issue. I am not sure that there is an Epicurean text that really "defines" friendship
is there? I seem to remember that there might be a definition in Aristotle (is it a "second self"?)
but we shouldn't take for granted that Epicurus would agree with Aristotle.

And of course given the absence of ideal forms or the like, how would the word best be used in
the Epicurean context? What is the most accurate 'idea" to attach to the word "friendship" so
that we may not go on explaining to infinity or use words devoid of meaning?

Quote

First of all, Herodotus, we must grasp the ideas attached to words, in order that we
may be able to refer to them and so to judge the inferences of opinion or problems of
investigation or reflection, so that we may not either leave everything uncertain and go
on explaining to infinity or use words devoid of meaning. [38] For this purpose it is
essential that the first mental image associated with each word should be regarded,
and that there should be no need of explanation, if we are really to have a standard to
which to refer a problem of investigation or reflection or a mental inference. And
besides we must keep all our investigations in accord with our sensations, and in
particular with the immediate apprehensions whether of the mind or of any one of the
instruments of judgment, and likewise in accord with the feelings existing in us, in
order that we may have indications whereby we may judge both the problem of sense
perception and the unseen.
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