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Quote from Charles

An Epicurean society is political in the sense of caring for the well-being and health of
their country. Its citizens would not be ignorant or secluded from the world around
them, on the contrary, they would have knowledge of the various figures and events
around them. Epicurus was well read on Plato and his contemporaries; he could not
have rejected them and devised the system of the garden had he chosen to completely
and utterly withdraw into isolation.

The same applies to civic government and culture. The only difference is that our
activism is within the interest of the garden and the safeguarding of our pleasure, not
partisan issues that ebb and flow with each week and month. I think focusing on the
desires in the scope of a political society is a bit tunnel visioned. What matters more is
the culture that surrounds an Epicurean, and whether their pursuance of pleasure is
admonished, encouraged, or ignored. The doctrines concerning justice and no absolute
pleasure are the remedy to this. That's the key to flexibility and ultimately the answer
of politics within the philosophy.

Yes. I think this is spot on, and provides an Epicurean grounding for social activity and political
participation. Thank you.
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