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For what it is worth I am now on chapter 12. I continue to be impressed that this is a very useful
book. The one germinating idea that I am maybe carrying over from Catherine Wilson is that I
personally think that it is a bad idea to tie ones own credibility for the philosophic system to
high-profile contemporary examples. I strongly agree with many and maybe most of her
formulations, but I wince at the implication that one's assessment of John Kennedy or John
McCain is a good way to make a point. I see the merit of talking to people at their own level, but
just to muse on the subject I doubt that it's the best general way to proceed. A central part of
the philosophy is the absence of a universally correct viewpoint, so assuming that we share
specific viewpoints about specific people is fraught with danger. Even the references to Cicero
are sometimes hard to evaluate - even though I strongly dislike his distaste for Epicurus he was
still a complex character.

But in sum after 11 chapters it's still by far the best introductory book I have read in a while.
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