Questions Re PD 26 - PD30 From the 10/5/22 Zoom

Post by “Don” of October 6, 2022 at 11:53 PM

Okay, my mind is rambling, I'm tired, it's late, and still getting over some illness, but | made the
decision to start playing with the Greek. Here's my work in progress... But then I'm really
hanging up the phone and going to sleep. Really... Really! =

PD30

&V alc TRV QUOLKGOV EMBULGV MR & AAYODV 6 £MavayoLo®V EXV IR CLVTEAETOROLY, OTIEPXEL
omouvdr olvTovog, Mapd KevAv 86Eav adTal yivovtal, Kol o0 mapd THY £qLvTOV @OOY 00
Slayéovtal AAAX apd TAV TOD &dvBpwmov kevodoflav.

TOV QUOLKQV EmBLEVY the "physikon" desires

(QLOLKOC < @UOLC

I. natural, native, opp. to 616akTdg ("things taught, learned"), Xen., Arist.

Il. of or in the order of nature, natural, physical, opp. to n6wké¢ ("morals, ethics"), Arist.

So, the puolk®v émBuLOY seem to be, while usually translated just "natural desires", are those
desires that arise naturally from within the needs of our bodies and from the needs within our
minds, too, maybe, since Epicurus teaches that our minds are physical; from our physical
nature, not those desires that we learn or are taught we *should* have. These desires arising
within our minds can also come from the need for well-being and not just shelter, food, and
other physical needs.

Then when saying that kal o0 mapd tTAY £avTtOV EVOLY o0 dlayéovtal "and not through their own
'nature' (pOowv) are they not dispelled themselves." (Double negatives were common ways of
emphasizing a point not the way we think of them)

Compare the last phrases:

KOl O0 mapd TRV €aUT®V QOO oL dlaxféovtal GAAQ mapd TAV TOoD AvOpwMov kKevodo&iav
(6LaxéovTadl).

-- 00 mapd TAV £aLTWVY OOV "*not* by its own nature dispelled
-- mapd TAV ToD &dvBpwiov Kevodo&lav "by the empty beliefs of humans dispelled

nopa with the accusative case can mean "*by* which anything increases or decreases, and so
of the cause according to which anything comes into existence or varies" which seems to be
the intent here in this phrase.
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