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One other noteworthy point to mention Sid is that there is (a proposed) historical link between
Advaita Vedanta and Mahayana Buddhism. The 6th-century Hindu philosopher Gaudapada (an
early inspiration of Adi Shankara) was supposedly influenced by the teachings of the
Madhyamaka tradition of the Buddhist monk Nagarjuna. While Mahayana Buddhism differs in
many ways from Advaita Vedanta, they are much more closely related to each other than either
of them are related to Epicureanism (or, for that matter, other materialist schools of ancient
Indian thought).
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