
Can Determinism Be Reconciled With Epicureanism?
(Admin Edit - No, But Let's Talk About Why Not)
Post by “Onenski” of September 28, 2022 at 3:32 PM

Quote from waterholic

The key aspect of (in)determinism, in my view, is that we have agency, meaning that it
was not pre-determined that I would want to smash that cup. This still does not mean
that absolutely everything is unpredictable.

Thanks for your answer, Eikadistes. My understanding of determinism it's that even what you
want is determined by previous events (what you've experienced, the culture where you live,
the beliefs with which you've grown up, etc.). So the fact that you wanted to smash the cup was
determined as well (I recommend one more time Sapolsky's book "Behave" for more on this).
I fear that the use of the word "agency" in this paragraph and the next refers to a special kind
of causation in the world. (Sorry if I misinterpet this part of your point of view.) If agency was
special, we should wonder what make it so special?
Perhaps you meant that agency is a kind of very complex causation, so that social phenomena
it's harder to predict. I think a determinist could agree, because complexity is not
indeterminism.
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