Can Determinism Be Reconciled With Epicureanism?
(Admin Edit - No, But Let's Talk About Why Not)

Post by “Onenski” of September 28, 2022 at 3:07 PM

Quote from Onenski

In other words, if some random (even subtle) things happen, we have less control than
we think we have.

What | have in mind here, perhaps is clearer if | put it like this. Determinism is the idea that
every event in the universe has a causal explanation. Every event is explained appealing to
past events that caused it. There is no event without cause.

The idea of a swerve implies an event that is not caused (because is random). So, the world is
indeterministic if we accept the swerve.

| imagine something like: you're a chemist, but in an indeterministic world sometimes chemical
reactions doesn't work (because some atoms or molecules deviate from the behaviour we think
they're going to have). Wouldn’t that be strange? If chemical reactions sometimes doesn't
work, then the same would happen to biochemical reaction. Life would have been hard even
impossible.

In other words, the swerve is an event without cause, and it's hard to see how it helps to
explain that | can do what | do. In fact, makes the explanation of my behavior more difficult,
because some events previous to my action doesn't have an explanation. They are more out of
my control in virtue of their randomness.
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