
Can Determinism Be Reconciled With Epicureanism?
(Admin Edit - No, But Let's Talk About Why Not)
Post by “Cassius” of September 24, 2022 at 2:26 PM

Quote from waterholic

But with regards to free will, aside from the context of a deity (some external
intelligence that "tests" us - an idea that has been an excuse to avoid any critical
thought), what could materialism have against the concept of free will

If you reduce everything to atoms and motion in a straight line, people think that that would
lead to a totally mechanistic result, and so a straight line materialist such as Democritus would
conclude that everything is in the grip of an iron "fate" that allows no room for personal
decisions whatsoever. Cicero made this argument against Epicurus in criticizing the swerve as a
departure and regression from Democritus.
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