Can Determinism Be Reconciled With Epicureanism?
(Admin Edit - No, But Let's Talk About Why Not)

Post by “waterholic” of September 24, 2022 at 8:46 AM

| am confused. | was listening to a French writer Michel Onfray, who is known for his Epicurean
views. The first half was very much in-line with what | would expect. Then there are his views
on determinism. | have added the link, unfortunately, in French, but the essence is:

1. Your life has been impacted by many events driven partly by necessity (e.g. you were raised
in the South, you taste for food would be a function of that) and partly by chance (people and
events you encounter in your life limit your decisions). You choose very little. Even now, when
you look back, few would have chosen exactly the life they had lived. So there is little free will.
Onfray calls this determinism and accepts it as a reality.

2. Religion (he spoke specifically of Christianity) on the other hand assumes you have free will
and can choose between good and bad, and can be punished for a bad choice. This, in Onfray's
view, is the free will and he rejects it.

| am not very well versed in this, but isn't determinism rejected by Epicurus? How can
Epicureanism and determinism co-exist in Onfray's mind?
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