Thoughts and Discussion on Organizing Epicurean
Community

Post by “Pacatus” of September 17, 2022 at 12:26 AM

Kalosyni

Kalosyni, | think I understand.

My focus here has been to learn from others in a safe environment how to apply Epicurus to my
daily life - not to become as fluent in Epicurean philosophy as others on here.

| have tried to keep my social views to myself, even as | once asked for help on here in how to
deal with them - and the stress | often feel. | cannot escape from the social issues and
conditions by running away to the Garden (here, elsewhere or in my mind - and no one here
suggested that | should).

But there is no way to engage in more social engagement without being open about where one
is coming from. And | see where that could require a place (format) different and separate from
this one. | don’'t know how Epicureanism fosters that kind of engagement/activism - or limits it
(I just don’t know).

So, | will be open: | am somewhat left of center economically (which is my academic
background long ago, and parlayed into work for years, before our big life-simplification
experiment - driven, in part, by political repercussions that became untenable); | am way left of
center on social issues; and | see the radical right-wing (MAGA) movement in this country as
viciously evil and dangerous (and a real, not a philosophical, danger). | am not as active as |
once was (no more protests/picket lines or across-the-table confrontations), but | still make
small contributions, mostly quasi-anonymously. [What | find in my poetry (I have never been
very good at political/social-engagement poetry, except once maybe) is respite from the
tempestuous world.]

So, now | will take a break for awhile. | don’'t know if I've violated anything here. But, in the
meantime, be well all.
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