Episode One Hundred Thirty-Five - The Letter to
Menoeceus 02 - On The Nature of the Gods

Post by “Cassius” of August 14, 2022 at 10:26 AM

Lucretius Book Six: Brown

[68] Unless you purge your mind of such conceits, and banish them your breast, and forebear
to think unworthily of the gods, by charging them with things that break their peace, those
sacred deities you will believe are always angry and offended with you; not that the supreme
power of the gods can be so ruffled as to be eager to punish severely in their resentments, but
because you fancy those beings, who enjoy a perfect peace in themselves, are subject to anger
and the extravagances of revenge: and therefore you will no more approach their shrines with
an easy mind, no more in tranquility and peace will you be able to receive the images, the
representations of their divine forms, that form from their pure bodies and strike powerfully
upon the minds of men: From hence you may collect what a wretched life you are to lead.
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