Episode One Hundred Eighteen - Letter to Herodotus
07 - "Images" - There's More To Them Than Meets

The Eye

Post by “Don” of August 10, 2022 at 8:00 AM

| wasn't sure where to post this but found it fascinating. | recently found out that Euripides' play
Helen shows that Helen of Sparta was actually transported to Egypt before Paris carried "her" to
Troy and she safely spent the entirety of the Trojan War in Egypt. What got carried to Troy and
what got blamed for being the cause of the war was an eidolon created by Hera. That IS the
same word Epicurus used to describe the images emitted by bodies that we perceive.
Fascinating!

Introduction to “Helen and her Eidolon” - Classical Inquiries

2016.05.01 | By Donna Zuckerberg Donna Zuckerberg, editor of the online journal Eidolon,
introduces the Helen-focused collaboration between two publications...
classical-inquiries.chs.harvard.edu
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Euripides’ Helen - an Alternative View of Helen of Troy

by Sean Kelly, Managing Editor, Classical Wisdom She’s probably the single most famous
woman from all of Greek mythology. We think we know the tale - the...

classicalwisdom.com

PS. I'm not saying Euripides' (and others' telling the Helen eidolon story) and Epicurus' use of
the word eidolon are synonymous. However, | did find it very interesting that both could use the
same word for (maybe) parallel concepts. Epicurus would have known this story and still used
the word. Do we know if the eidolon theory is extant from other Greek philosophers?
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