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Godfrey I definitely think there's a lot to that, and that reminds me of a book that I have - From
Bauhaus to Our House by Tom Wolfe - https://misspreservation.com/2018/05/16/fro…olfe-1930-
2018/

I don't have much of a theory developed yet but I definitely don't think it's "random" what we
find pleasurable and what painful. It's pretty easy to conclude that certain physical contacts
(like food) could have a very mechanical cause and effect relationship. but given that art is so
sophisticated it's hard to imagine how the mechanism of finding something pleasing / painful
functions. I gather the Epicureans thought in terms of smooth and rough motions, and maybe
there's something to that.

But the issue of how pleasure works, and how it developed "in the first place" deserves a lot of
study. And I put "in the first place" in quotes because I am not sure that is a proper question. I
tend to think personally that it would not be Epicurean theory to think that there is a "first
place" in the "development" of life. If life exists throughout the universe then there is some kind
of "eternal" mechanism at work, and presumably that means there may be some kind of
"eternal" mechanism of pleasure / pain as well.

That's far beyond the scope of your comment but the bottom line is that there is a lot to the
issue of the nature of the pleasure/pain faculty that needs to be explored.
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