
Pleasure, Desire and Limits
Post by “Don” of July 18, 2022 at 11:02 PM

Quote from Cassius

But I doubt if there is much call in life, short of dealing with obstinate manipulators like
Plato, to dwell on terms like "zero-emptiness." Nonstandard terms tend to confuse
regular common-sense People.

I assume we're talking about "katastematic" here.

If so, I'll say your statement is true, but...

1. It was not a "nonstandard term" during Epicurus's lifetime or during the founding and
early centuries when the philosophy of the Garden was popular and widespread.

2. It doesn't have to be - nor should it be - the first thing that's talked about when
introducing the philosophy to people.

3. We need to have a response to the academics who DO use this term extensively.
Because, as we know, people will say, "Didn't Epicurus say this katastematic pleasure was
the be-all and end-all of his philosophy?" We need to be able to use the word, understand
it (even if we may have a different take), and be able to defend our position. I cede
nothing to the academics who want to make Epicureanism into "Stoicism-lite" or "Platonic
hedonism" or some minimalistic ascetism that can be safely ignored and marginalized! By
Zeus! I refuse to allow academics who themselves sometimes can't even agree on a
translation let alone an interpretation dictate the terms of this discussion!

I have no problem using "katastematic" pleasure and defending my Interpretation. I'll use
academic research papers and academic authors, but I certainly don't have to agree with their
conclusions. Add I'll do my best to describe my Interpretation to "common-sense people" and
let them come to their conclusion. And I do hope I've been using (for the most part) common-
sense language in my posts at least. (btw, Just to be clear, this is NOT a polemic directed
against Cassius !! I just get a tad fired up sometimes.  )
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