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Post by “Cassius” of July 12, 2022 at 8:09 PM

I am kind of surprised that you take that position so I need to reflect on it, but given that we are
positing that the healthy state of the body is itself pleasurable, and that some degree of
pleasure is always available mentally (through memories at least) I would think it is true that
"some" degree of pleasure is always available, even if it is drastically offset by a particular pain.

We probably need to discuss PD03 in this context (The limit of quantity in pleasures is the
removal of all that is painful. Wherever pleasure is present, as long as it is there, there is
neither pain of body, nor of mind, nor of both at once.) but I think in past discussions most
people have agreed that PD3 does not mean that different parts of the body and/or mind
cannot be experiencing pleasure and pain at the same time, with the classic example being
that of Epicurus taking pleasure in his friends and memories even though he was dying from a
painful physical disease.

I think this is also referenced in the "I call you to continuous pleasure" passage and perhaps
others.
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