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1. Yes feel better soon!

2. I have no real desire to defend the way DeWitt made his point but I do think he was on to
something that is significant and not ludicrous. He's following through in the insight that he
expressed as pleasure has no meaning except to the living. That's a clear application of all
good and evil comes to us through sensation, which only occurs during life, and that point
(there IS no afterlife!) Is of huge significance.

As I commented to Nate yesterday, how could anyone who sincerely holds this belief NOT see
that every minute of life is valuable in an eternity of nothingness and want to get the most out
of life that is possible?

Lucretius has an extended passage on this if I recall - where he points out that some who say
that they understand the point still seem to fear death and rush to make sacrifices and worry
what happens to their body - because they don't really believe that death is the end.

Life itself is not the guide - that would be circular and Dewitt doesn't say that, as you point out.
It's the difference between your greatest "asset" (for most people a house or where they live)
and what they do with that house (enjoy life in it).

Dewitts formulation of this in my view isnt clear because he doesn't carry it far enough and
defend Epicurus far enough - but as is usually the case in my view, he is "in tune" with Epicurus'
overall view of life - because he appreciates it and is attempting to follow it to its logical
conclusions - in a way that most writers don't even try.

Most are caught up so much in this "absence of pain" rabbit hole trying to force it into their
ascetic or Buddhist or stoic or even judeo+Christian paradigms that they miss the real
foundation - that when you die you are gone forever and thus you "seize the day."

Dewitt slips sometimes because he isn't Dewittian (rebellious against the orthodoxy) enough.
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