Do Pigs Value Katastematic Pleasure? ( Summer
2022 K / K Discussion)

Post by “Cassius” of July 11, 2022 at 6:40 PM

Great questions Godfrey. No doubt there are going to be differences in emphasis due to who he
is talking to and at what stage of life. However | don't think these different things we are
discussing are ultimately contradictory -- | think that they all can be reconciled quite well if one
just takes a very expansive and sweeping definition of the word "Pleasure" and realizes that all
qualifications and types of pleasure are going to come UNDER the umbrella of the main term.

And | do think that's an important point -- | think the motivation of the "Wikipedians" is to
reduce the types of pleasure to only those which are "approved" and that makes way for
Platonic / Aristotelian categorization into "better or worse" pleasures. And in fact we all do have
personal preferences that determine how we personally weight (feel) pleasures and pains, but
given that there is no god, no fate, no hard determinism, those are personal choices and not
philosophical grounded. We as philosophers aren't gods and there aren't Platonic ideals and we
can describe out thoughts to other people, but we can't make them "feel" the we that we do
ourselves. The only ranking that works philosophically is that ALL pleasures are desirable /
good, it's only that in certain contexts some pleasures cost more in pain than they are worth to
the individual involved. If you remember that the ultimate term is Pleasure and that all the
different feelings just have to be sorted out personally according to our personal feelings, then
you're fine. But if you arrogate to yourself the right to tell everyone that your particular ranking
is the "noble" or "worthy" or "divine" one, then you've become a priest and standing in the
shoes of the type of supernatural god that we believe does not exist.
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