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In fact Don I suspect that after you read them you are going to conclude that their conclusions
actually are consistent with yours.

The issue is much more on the level of "perspective" than it is on the details of ways that
pleasure can be usefully discussed.

My best estimate of why this issue is significant is that:

- some people focus on the subject as a matter of considering details of types of pleasure,
which is useful in itself, yes, but

- some people are focusing on the "polemical" aspect of the debate, in certain aspects of the
details can be taken out of context to make it appear that Epicurus was being inconsistent,
illogical, impractical, and useless. That's what Cicero was doing in general - attacking Epicurus -
and so from the perspective of starting with the basics before moving into the details, these
people see that these details can be used as a way to undermine the big picture. The examples
from wikipedia are what we face today but it's interesting to note that Nikolsky published his
paper in 2001 and thought it accurate to say:

"Practically every modern survey of the Epicurean conception of pleasure begins by saying
that Epicurus' concept of pleasure was twofold: in the opinion of researchers, Epicurus
distinguished two kinds of pleasure — a `static' pleasure or a pleasure 'in a state of rest' and a
'kinetic' pleasure or a pleasure 'in motion.'"

And G&T Published in 1981 and saw the same issue then.

The problem stretches much further back than that too.
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