Do Pigs Value Katastematic Pleasure? ( Summer
2022 K / K Discussion)

Post by “Cassius” of July 10, 2022 at 9:34 AM

Quote from Don

To that, I'd say "Bingo!" According to On Choices and other quoted material, Epicurus
used the words katastematic and kinetic. Yes, | will continue to "assert" that. But
*maybe* they weren't central to his philosophy because THEY'RE BOTH PLEASURES. He
didn't see the need to belabor the point. He didn't put them in a hierarchy. He
recognized that, sure, there are different kinds of pleasure. In fact, there are two
general "species." But his philosophy stood on the assertion that PLEASURE is the Good
to which everything else points. He then needed to demonstrate *how* to live
pleasurably by making choices and rejections, etc. My take on the On Choices quote
from Epicurus is (and I'll go ciceronian and put dialogue in his mouth):

Epicurus: "Sure, I'll agree with the general idea that there are katastematic and kinetic
pleasures, but the important thing is that they're *both* pleasurable! You also have two
hands. Do you lift heavy stones with only one hand? Of course not! In the same way, to
have a pleasurable life you need to consider all pleasures as available to you, and
choose among all pleasures prudently, making choices and rejections among them.
There is a time for stillness, there is a time for dancing."

This is where you and i completely agree. The issue is not the direction you are going, the issue
is that the direction the "Wikipedia Worldview" of Epicurus is going, which (if accepted) would
make Epicurean philosophy completely unacceptable to most of the world, especially (in
Cicero's words) "the Senate" and "the Camp."

If we take the wider view of pleasure on which both you and | agree, then these difficulties
dissolve and Epicurean philosophy is seen to be completely and vitally relevant to everyone in
every aspect of life, including "the Senate and the camp."

Quote from Don

That's the kind of thing that needs to be accounted for: What's actually stated in the
text.

And | grant you it takes effort to get through the lengthy and detailed discussions in Gosling
and Taylor and Nikolsky but they WILL help on this issue.

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2586-do-pigs-value-katastematic-pleasure-summer-2022-k-k-
discussion/?postID=18796#post18796 1



http://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/2586-do-pigs-value-katastematic-pleasure-summer-2022-k-k-discussion/&postID=18794#post18794
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/2586-do-pigs-value-katastematic-pleasure-summer-2022-k-k-discussion/&postID=18795#post18795
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/lexicon/entry/51-nikolsky/
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2586-do-pigs-value-katastematic-pleasure-summer-2022-k-k-discussion/?postID=18796#post18796
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2586-do-pigs-value-katastematic-pleasure-summer-2022-k-k-discussion/?postID=18796#post18796

