Do Pigs Value Katastematic Pleasure? ( Summer
2022 K / K Discussion)

Post by “Cassius” of July 2, 2022 at 3:14 PM

Someone said to me recently something that | think is an important part of this discussion:
"To an introvert, everything that the extrovert likes would seem to create anxiety and pain."
| think that's correct, and similarly:

To an extrovert, everything that the introvert likes would seem trifling and
oppressively boring.

You can come up with all sorts of Mars v. Venus analogies.

The point is that the pleasures of one nature are going to pains to another nature, and vice
versa, and that is why we are always going to get into trouble unless we philosohically reach for
the higher ground, which is that it is "Pleasure" not "My kind of pleasure" which has to be
identified as the best description of the ultimate goal of life philosophically.

Epicurus therefore embraced BOTH active and static pleasures, and did not obsess over ranking
one higher than the other, because he knew that people and circumstances differ.

Identifying the generic goal of pleasure leads to the philosophic understanding that the real
contest is not types of pleasure against types of pleasure. The real philosophic contest for all
the marbles is pleasure vs "virtue" and "religious piety" and capital "R" "Reason."

On an individual level it is esssntial that we know our own selves and identify what types of
pleasure are most valuable to our own natures. But in the game of Philosophy vs. Philosophy,
we can't let the enemies of Pleasure divide us amongst ourselves by suggesting that only
certain types of pleasure are acceptable. That's the old "divide and conquer problem, and that
is exactly what "they" have done to Epicureans and Epicurean philosophy for 2000+ years.

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2586-do-pigs-value-katastematic-pleasure-summer-2022-k-k-
discussion/?postID=18684#post18684 1



http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2586-do-pigs-value-katastematic-pleasure-summer-2022-k-k-discussion/?postID=18684#post18684
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2586-do-pigs-value-katastematic-pleasure-summer-2022-k-k-discussion/?postID=18684#post18684

