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Matteng, what I also like about Epicurism is that it seems to take also animals in consideration
(and better informed people will help me with this), and that animals also seek pleasure, apart
that it considers all humans equal (which is revolutionary in Antiquity). Animals are not like
most salon biologists put it trying to be the fitest in the evolutionary race, but they have in
general very humanlike emotions and behaviours, and play and enjoy (when there is space for
that). This is not wishful thinking but has been demonstrated in studies with apes and monkeys
and everybody can enjoy the joy of animals around him (see e.g. numerous studies of Frans De
Waal, Jane Goodall, etc.). I think that from an ethological point of view, and I consider humans
and other animals equals in this, the idea that the search for pleasure and avoidance of pain is
the universal motor of animal behaviour is really a very valuable one. And I think that this is not
yet appreciated enough. 
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