Any Application of Epicurean Theology to the
Christan God(s)

Post by “Kalosyni” of June 23, 2022 at 9:35 AM

Quote from Root304

...lots of fun reciting some words, building a fire, doing some simple witchery and
leaving offerings and libations out. ....So I'm going to build a festival calendar around
Eikas, intermixed with Solstices and Equinoxes, and draw from folklore traditions and
what other things might interest my community of Friends to build a sort of hearth
religion.

This sounds interesting, a very eclectic take that you created for your own enjoyment.

And yet when you say "witchery" does this include some Wiccan hopes that one can influence
the material world in a supernatural way? In my own studies of Wicca, | have come to see it as
"the other side of the coin" with regard to Christianity. Both believe that there is a supernatural
essence which can be influenced - one through prayer to God, the other through ritual and
worship dedicated to pagan Goddesses (and perhaps somewhat similar to Ancient Greek
religion).

Yet Epicurus teaches that the gods live in bliss and have no concern for man. The world is
material, and nothing can come from nothing.

Imagine in Epicurus' time, that he was surrounded on all sides by people who believed in the
myths and the power of the gods. | can see why he would continue to participate in the rituals
for several reasons: 1) because there was pleasure in the festivals, and 2) he would have
gotten a lot flak from everyone around him (non-Epicureans) if he hadn't participated in the
rituals.

In some sense the only parallel here is that if you are Epicurean and you find yourself
surrounded by Christians family members, then perhaps you might join in with them by bowing
your head during prayer before meals.

Now personally, | would hesitate to create any new rituals to Greek or other pagan
gods/goddesses, as fun as it could be -- there is not any necessity and it creates "supernatural"
ideations.
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