Does Happiness Require a Non-Epicurean Decision
Procedure?

Post by “Cassius” of January 9, 2019 at 1:25 PM

Pivot i am going to be delayed in responding to your most recent post but | wanted to think you
for taking the time to write it. As far as i am concerned you are right over the target in seeing
these as the issues which must be decided.

But for now when you say: "There must be intuitive truths about how humans ought to conduct
behavior toward one another that goes outside the limit of the hedonistic calculus." | would ask
why is that the case. If you are suggestiing that there may be inborn dispositions to certain
types of behavior, that can be encompassed under the Epicurean theory of "anticipations," but
as for the desirability or undesirability of those actions there is no automatic gauge but
pleasure and pain.

It seems that you are suggesting that there is a foolish Epicurean and an intelligent Epicurean,
but to the extent someone sets a goal with anything other than ALL the effects (including over
time) in his calculation, then that person is not accurately following the teachings of Epicurus.

"Now if we accept rationality as a guide for action, along with pleasure and pain, we may get
sucked into a Kantian ethical theory which decides to take rationality as the guiding principle of
action, instead of pleasure and pain... But that's a bit off-topic (would be interesting to explore
elsewhere)." >>> | think you are exactly correct in your prediction where that would lead, so it
is not off topic. Ultimately, as Hiram says, rationality can assist us in making all sorts of
important calculations, but rationality cannot tell us what "better" means.

All I have time for at the moment but look forward to continuing.
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