Pleasures of the soul, Values, Meaningful Life

Post by “Cassius” of June 19, 2022 at 4:48 PM

| agree again with you post Matteng, especially as to the practical effect of Stoicism. The
ancient Stoics were more consistent in detaching themselves to the point of a death-like state,
and although the modern Stoics try to separate themselves from that, they can't successfully
do it, and thus among the modern Stoics there is this uneasily feeling - whether acknowledged
or not - that there is something wrong at the root of their philosophy.

Quote from Matteng

Stoic: Hero who embraces every problem / challenge.

Epicurean: avoiding pain like a weak coward.

And indeed as you would expect | think the descriptions are very accurate, but the labels are
reversed! It is Epicurus who was the great conqueror of fear and the biggest challenges of them
all, "and by his victory we reach the stars."

Space exploration, in fact, is for Epicureans, who seek pleasure from knowledge and new
frontiers. Consistent Stoics would rather sit home and contemplate why the universe does not
conform to their own preconceived notions of "virtue."
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