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On rationality, it is a tool, not an end. Reason does not furnish data from nature. It merely
calculates from the data.

Our faculties of pleasure and aversion furnish data from nature on what is choice worthy and
avoidance worthy, and we calculate based on that data. If we err, it is in the calculation. But
there is no “error” in the data furnished (just as with the senses) because it came directly,
unmediated, from nature.

The pleasure faculty, and the senses, are part of what we call the canon. Here’s a book on it:
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