Can you seek happiness and be full of joy when there
is a war in Europe? Wes Cecil podcast.

Post by “Cassius” of May 18, 2022 at 3:32 PM

Kalosyni's post causes me to continue beating the poor dead horse by an image that Joshua's
post evokes:

Quote from Joshua

First Snow in Alsace

by Richard Wilbur

The snow came down last night like moths
Burned on the moon; it fell till dawn,

Covered the town with simple cloths.

Absolute snow lies rumpled on

What shellbursts scattered and deranged,
Entangled railings, crevassed lawn.
Display More

The picture | now have in my mind to double down on the point is thinking of those poor devils
in the trenches fighting WW1 (I'm not sure where Alsace is but I'll take it as close enough to the
trench warfare area).

Even if | were huddled down in a trench in miserable cold and wet conditions keeping my head
down and listening to shellbursts exploding overhead, | submit an Epicurean in that position
should still look at every moment by moment decision using the same criteria | would if | were
at a banquet in Paris:

Every decision every moment comes down to the same issue: By what standards do we make
our decisions. Even in the trench an inch or a second away from possible death, the answer is
the same: Every decision is weighed by the same question: "What will happen to me if | make
this choice? Will this choice bring me greater pleasure or greater pain?"

Or as stated in the Vatican Sayings:
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VS71. Every desire must be confronted by this question: What will happen to me if the object of
my desire is accomplished, and what if it is not?

| don't think that's limited to "every desire" in the sense of choosing from vanilla vs chocolate
ice cream. It's the ultimate question that has to be automatized and used as rigorously as you
can to optimize every second of your life.

EDIT: .... the ultimate question.... as opposed to:
"What would God want me to do?"
"What would | do if | were a virtuous person?"

"What would logic and reason alone (if | were a Vulcan like Mr Spock) tell me to do?"
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