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Quote from Cassius

As usual I think we're basically at the same position. The interesting point that we can
file away for the future is the extent to which illustrations like this are helpful in the
"teaching" aspect of Epicurean philosophy. For the same reason that we discussed it
we probably do need good examples of the point that only "pleasure" itself is ALWAYS a
desirable feeling (because our nature presents itself to us that way.

That means everything else (even the **choice** to pursue a particular pleasure at a
particular moment) has to be evaluated contextually.

And I don't think we are just playing with words. I think the clear articulation of these
issues has to come before we can clearly understand it or express the point to others.

Cassius, I think you are opening it up to a wider vision which takes in account all of human
history. If we come back to our present modern time, we now have democracy and it's
accompanying military system. The common person doesn't consider these kinds of questions.
As you have brought all this up, I find it to be helpful in that is has me thinking in a broader
scope.

Generally I don't think much on the ethics of these issues, war, etc, etc. (I do often find that I
feel a certain resistence to the very topic of "war"). And also, thank you Marco for bringing up
this topic and posting the podcast.

For me, my main focus here on the forum is for simple choices in life. The Epicurean philosophy
presents a way of paying attention to pleasure, and making enjoyment of life a meaningful and
worthy focus -- because we believe that we have just this life and no after-life or reincarnation.

For myself, I still need to spend more time with "unpacking" words and ideas dealing with
"pleasure", "enjoyment", "happiness", "joy", especially because now our current modern
cultural understanding of the word "pleasure" is very narrow. It think it will also continue to be
an issue for others as well.
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