The attitude to have when working at your Job

Post by “Don” of May 6, 2022 at 6:59 PM

Quote from Eoghan Gardiner

41. At one and the same time we must philosophize, laugh, and manage our household
and other business, while never ceasing to proclaim the words of true philosophy.

41. One must laugh and seek wisdom and tend to one's home life and use one's other goods,
and always recount the pronouncements of true philosophy. yeAdv dua del (one must) kal
ewhocogelv (philosophein) kal oikovoueglv Kol TOlG Aounolg oikelwpool xpAobat Kol pndauf
AAYEWY TAC €K TAC 6POBARC PLA0COQIOC PWVAC APLEVTAC.

| wanted to comment on the translation Eoghan Gardiner used initially. Plus, to me this sounds
like mindfulness! Do all while philosophizing.

| like to note that several translations put philosophize first when instead the first word in Greek
is YEAQv, the infinitive of yeAdw "laugh." So the emphasis is on the laughing first. Syntax not
being constrained by word order like English (Joe bit the dog vs The dog but Joe), ancient Greek
can choose what to emphasize by word order. The translations should really be something like:
"One must laugh and - at the same time - pursue the love wisdom, administer the rest of one's
household affairs,..." | really like the coupling of laughing and philosophizing. | wonder if this is
an echo of Democritus.
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