The Garden Then -- and the Garden Now

Post by “Cassius” of April 25, 2022 at 11:01 AM

And that is an interesting quote from both Disken Clay and Seneca:

Quote

Quote Epicurus' Garden was not a school. Seneca had it right when he commented: 'it
was not the school of Epicurus that made Metrodorus, Hermarchus and Polyaenus great
men but their shared life'.

| don't think anyone seriously doubts that a "school" was a major component of what Epicurus
was doing. Even so, the statement that "it was not the "school" of Epicurus (which | would
interpret as "the book learning") that made those men great" is probably true figuratively, f not
exactly literally.

I've read several of Diskin Clay's articles and found that he was a great writer but given to
colorful wording. | remember one thing that has always stuck with me about him. | would never
have suspected that his Article "Epicurus' Last Will and Testament" regardless of the title, is
largely devoted to a discussion of Epicurus' elemental physics. Much more than being focused
on the will itself, it contains a detailed treatment of what much have been included in the book
on the "Twelve Fundamentals." After | finally found that, almost by accident, | stopped putting
too much stock in the titles that Clay chose for his writing. Apparently the double (or multiple)
meanings of the title was a play on Epicurus' physics being his true "last will and testament.”
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