New Sedley Chapter On Ancient Greek Atheism

Post by “Kalosyni” of April 12, 2022 at 9:23 AM

Quote from Don

That last part (underlined) sounds to me like the the images are coming from the
temples and the images are coming from whatever is in the temples.

I found this line of thinking intriguing, maybe simply because its novel to me. But
maybe that's one reason Epicurus was able to enthusiastically advocating taking part in
the regular worship of the Greek gods. It was the statues of the gods, the images in the
temple as well as seeing the statues themselves that gave the Epicurean access to an
image in the mind of a literally larger-than-life, blessed, incorruptible being to which
the Epicurean could aspire.

A little late to this thread, replying to Don's post number 47. Having just been to the Parthenon
replica in Nashville just two days ago. | think that statues do have an effect on the human
psyche. As a modern, | am completely innocent/lacking in belief of ancient Greek religion, but
there is something that comes to life through statues (could this be why in Islam all images and
also all reproductions of living things are banned?) So the creation of this statue brings Athena
to life. It can't affect me the way it might affect someone who is culturally inculcated, so there
is no sense of reverence. The sense of what this is goes beyond words and thoughts. Yet
perhaps | am uniquely affected and others might not feel anything at all (it's a very subtle
feeling anyway).
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