New Sedley Chapter On Ancient Greek Atheism

Post by “Cassius” of April 11, 2022 at 9:23 AM

Quote from Don

The films/images are entirely consistent with Epicurus's physics. He needed a way to
explain sensation and this is what he came up with.

Just a brief comment on this one: In general, | think that there is no reason to dismiss Epicurus'
general theory of "images" as totally obsolete. Whether we now consider the moving substance
to be particles emanated or photons bouncing or wave interference or whatever, it does seem
to me to be fair to say that "something" is traveling outward from the direction of each object
to be perceived by entering our eyes (in the case of light) or sound (in the case of hearing).

| think the significant thing is as you stated, Don, the issue is more the direction of travel. The
Platonic (?) model implies (at least to me) something more supernatural, while the Epicurean
model implies what | would consider to be the more correct view that all of our organs of sense
are "receiving" something from the outside. We are constantly bathed in "somethings"
contacting us from every direction in our environment.

Maybe another issue we could add to the mix is the current controversy over "5G" towers.
Originally | dismissed all that talk as largely nonsense, and maybe | still should, but I am no
longer confident. (Have their not been recent reports about airplanes being affected?) I still get
irritated every time | get on an airplane and have to turn off my cell phone. The line between
real problems and kook problems can often be blurry. Even the EU seems to think there is an
issue?
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Is 5G bad for your health? It's complicated, say researchers
ec.europa.eu

Not to get us off on 5G at all, because | still tend to dismiss those concerns. But the issue of
how to separate the kooky from the potentially legitimate isn't always easy!
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