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Quote from Godfrey

Sitting here in 2022, the idea that we get images of the gods "from their holy bodies" is
what makes the gods so problematic.

I agree with you. However in the back of my mind there are these gnawing doubts probably
caused by too much science fiction, but which appears to me to be reasonable enough not to
dismiss totally out of hand: That just like there are an innumerable number of television and
radio waves (containing lots of intelligent information) passing through us at any moment, but
which we are not equipped by nature to decode, it seems reasonable to me to have entertained
that whatever travels between the objects we look at (through our eyes) and travels to our
eyes, is also something that is traveling at all times in all directions outward from that object,
traveling through the air to distances we may not think of as possible, but which might be
decodable given the right "technology."

And to be clear, I am thinking in terms of how light from our planet travels long distances (like
the lights we see in our telescopes from other planets) such that over long distances we are
actually looking at something that is now in the past at the location of that planet or star.

Again I am not advocating that such things really do happen, and I admit our science has
advanced an awful lot without finding the ability to decode much information from those lights
traveling from so far away. But is it impossible to think that new technologies in the distant
future can't decode more than we can now? I would say no, but primarily what I would say is
that I don't think it was unreasonable for the ancient Epicureans to think in those terms, and it
would probably be something that our scientists continue to work on to improve the resolution
of out existing telescopes.

I have to stop now, but I haven't even addressed whether it is possible for such waves to exist
above or beyond our spectrum of visible light.

But the important thing is to update our views to be consistent with what we know now, without
being so rigid as to think that our current technology is the "last word." So I would say that
what we have to insist is impossible is that those beings are supernatural - on the other hand
there is not in my view grounds to insist that it is impossible that we will ever detect the
existence of other beings through radio or other waves that reasonably may exist.
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