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Post by “Godfrey” of April 9, 2022 at 3:08 PM

Quote from Cassius

As long as reason is being used to justify pain so that greater pleasure can be obtained
then tat would presumably be correct reasoning.

I get the feeling that our error is often not so much "listening to reason" vs "listening to
the feeling of pleasure" so much as it is that we lose sight of the fact that the ultimate
goal of reasoning is to achieve pleasure (even if temporarily through pursuit of pain).

Agreed, although the Platonic/Aristotelian model prevalent in our society is to divorce reason
from feelings. So often this puts us in a position to consciously attempt to "override" our
feelings, which are necessary for prudent actions. This seems like the root of the problem, and
one of the issues that Epicurus was addressing in making reason subservient to our canonic
faculties.
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