New Sedley Chapter On Ancient Greek Atheism

Post by “Cassius” of March 24, 2022 at 2:45 PM

Quote from Don

do | remember mention somewhere of Epicurus approving music but not dance or some
such thing (other than than "l can't imagine the good without... pleasing movements,
etc.")?

Hmmm at the moment | cannot confirm your memory there, and given the previous
identification of the good by one of the earlier guys as "smooth motion" which seems to fit the
atomism paradigm, | am thinking he probably didn't disapprove of dancing in any kind of
general way -- probably the opposite in fact - and | don't recall any specific denunciation of it
either. Maybe there's a passing reference in Lucretius to not liking aspects of some of the
mystery cults which contained wild out-of-control dancing? But at the moment | can't even
confirm that.
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