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I think this is why the issue persistently bobbles up:

Quote

Personally, I find it hard to believe that Epicurus would believe in over-sized
anthropomorphic aliens existing somehow between universes/world-systems. I think he
was more sophisticated in his theological leanings than that and had to work within the
vocabulary of his time to convey his understanding and that of his school.

Speaking for myself, I personally don't find the alien physical god hypothesis at all
unsophisticated. It's a lot easier for me to believe that he left the physical details loose, given
our inability to observe them directly, than that he completely obscured what his opinion really
was.

I think the dividing line on who accepts which premise arises from that issue - who finds the
phsysics hard to square with modern science and rejects it total, vs who is willing to read it
liberally and ground the issue only in that the gods have a material basis that we don't know
the details about.
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