New Sedley Chapter On Ancient Greek Atheism

Post by “Don” of March 19, 2022 at 3:58 PM

Quote from Cassius

he said what he meant and meant what he said

What did Epicurus actually say? btw, That's meant to be neither combative nor rhetorical. What
are the extant remains of what Epicurus had to say about the gods and our relationship to
them? It seems to me both the "realists" and "idealists" can make a case. Personally, | find it
hard to believe that Epicurus would believe in over-sized anthropomorphic aliens existing
somehow between universes/world-systems. | think he was more sophisticated in his
theological leanings than that and had to work within the vocabulary of his time to convey his
understanding and that of his school. He said clearly "There are gods" but what "he meant" by
that, | believe, is still an open question.

Quote from Cassius

it's really a matter of whether Epicurus was being truthful or a Platonic noble liar,
| don't accept your premise in that statement. That's a false dichotomy. Or, at best, those two
positions don't sit on the same spectrum.

We've all had these go-arounds on the nature of the gods etc. ad infinitum (or is it ad
nauseum?)... but there has to be a reason why they keep bobbing to the service.
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