As to the Term "Hedonic Calculus" or the "Calculus of
Advantage"

Post by “Cassius” of February 27, 2022 at 7:26 AM

There have been several mentions of the term "hedonic calculus," and in doing some reading |
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of pain from pleasure holds good. Upon this notion depends the so-
called Calculus of Pleasure. This title is neither ancient nor precise; it
is no more a calculus of pleasure than of pain and it might more rightly
be called a calculus of advantage. The supporting text runs as follows:
“The right way to judge all these pleasures and pains is by measuring
them against each other and by scrutiny of the advantages and dis-
advantages.” ™ Since it is postulated that continuous happiness is
possible, it follows that the process is always subtraction. The pain is
subtracted from the pleasure.

Cite is to the letter to Meneoceus, which Bailey has as:

[130] Yet by a scale of comparison and by the consideration of advantages and disadvantages
we must form our judgment on all these matters. For the good on certain occasions we treat as
bad, and conversely the bad as good.
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