AFDIA - Chapter Three - Text and Discussion

Post by “Cassius” of February 25, 2022 at 4:59 PM

Session Four of our book review stayed with Chapter Three, and so when we have the Youtube
version of the discussion from last week posted - hopefully later today - it will be in this thread.

As | review and edit it, | want to comment that Scott raised some very challenging questions
about pleasure at about the 18 minute mark. | think the discussion addressed most of it very
well, but what Scott has done for us here is to articulately raise many issues that an intelligent
person is going to raise about "pleasure" being at the center of the philosophy. That's one of
the reasons we are doing this in a "book review" format, and these type questions can be
expected to be raised by many people reading Chapter Three.

Next week we move on to another major point, but anyone who gets a chance to listen to this
episode and think about Scott's questions, please be sure to add to this thread with your
thoughts.

In the most general terms, we're grappling with the meaning and alternate definitions of what
"pleasure" really means, and my own focus in responding to these questions is that the term
"pleasure" must be construed to be extremely broad -- everything we find pleasurable in life
(and I would assert that finding something "meaningful” is a subset of the category of pleasure.
Given that broadness, there is no reason to back away from the word "pleasure" as the north
star of life.

For example: Did Wright really have Epicurus say that virtue is pleasure? If that is what she
meant, is that position correct according to Epicurus? One thing | have developed over the
years is a healthy respect for Wright's opinion, and when she intends to deviate from Epicurus
it's pretty clear what she is doing. Here she seems to be asserting that this is Epicurus' exact
position.
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